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Middle East/North Africa Regional Forum for Media Development, Beirut, November 1-2, 2008

Suggestions/Concerns

The suggestions and concerns of the MENA region will be presented to the Global Forum for Media Development 2008 in Athens, taking into consideration the key issues facing media and media development organisations in MENA.  They will be reviewed and discussed at the MENA regional caucus meetings at the GFMD 2008 in Athens.

One main concern in the MENA region is the lack of an enabling legal and institutional environment that allows for free, independent, pluralistic media. 

Joint campaigns for access to information should be one priority for media development and other civil society groups in MENA.

Media development organisations in MENA should develop guidelines for transparency and good governance inside media companies and organisations, including clear information on ownership and structures safeguarding editorial independence.

GFMD should assist in organisation information exchange and dissemination of best practices for media development organisations in the region.

GFMD should assist in providing capacity building initiatives for media development organisations, in the area of advocacy, training, promotion of social responsibility etc.

GFMD in MENA should develop a networking strategy for MENA media development organisations.

GFMD in MENA should work towards increasing support for independent media, including preparing an advocacy strategy for social responsibility for MENA business aiming to them to provide support to independent media.

MENA media development organisations in the region should work to create and promote and independent rating/measurement tool for MENA media.

GFMD should identify ways to increase cooperation with different international and donor organisations in the region in order to increase recognition of the important of the role free, independent, pluralistic media play in promoting democracy, good governance, human and economic development in the MENA region.

A business for the sustainability of GFMD at global and at regional level should be developed that defines the services to be provided by GFMD based on the diversity and richness represented in the network.

Based on these suggestions, GFMD in MENA should develop a strategy with specific objectives for achievement in the next three years.
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